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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-22 are pending in the application. 

Oath/Declaration 

2. The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1 .67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is 
required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 

It does not state that the person making the oath or declaration believes the 
named inventor or inventors to be the original and first inventor or inventors of 
the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought. 

Specification 

3. The applicant recites a co-pending application by its title (p. 17, lines 1-2). Please 
update the information by including U.S. application serial numbers or patent numbers. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 14-22 objected to because of the following informalities: claims 14-22 
refer to the computer programs product of claim 1 1 ; however, claim 1 1 recites a method 
claim. It appears that claims 14-22 should depend from computer program product 
claim 12 instead. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 12-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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Claims 12-22 are directed to non-statutory subject matter. In view of Applicant's 
disclosure, specification page 25, lines 18-22, the medium is not limited to tangible 
embodiments, instead being defined as including both tangible embodiments (e.g., CD- 
ROM discs, ROM cards, floppy discs, magnetic tapes, computer hard drives) and 
intangible embodiments (e.g., carrier waves). As such, the claim is not limited to 
statutory subject matter and is therefore non-statutory. To overcome this type of 101 
rejection the claims need to be amended to include only the physical computer media 
(e.g., storage media) and not a transmission media or other intangible or non-functional 
media. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 12, 13 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,611,498 to Baker et al. [hereinafter referred 
to as Baker]. 

9. As to claim 1 , Baker teaches a method for communication to a thread [an 
invoked message manager runs as a thread in the HTTP service manager 652; col. 16. 
lines 42-56] in an environment that has built-in streams [col. 15. line 65 - col. 16, line 
25] comprising: 

associating a first stream with the thread [opening an input stream with the 
thread; col. 16. lines 42-56]; 

associating a second stream with the thread [opening an output stream within the 
thread; col. 16, lines 42-56]; and 



Application/Control Number: 09/977,71 5 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2194 

executing the thread comprising: using the first stream and the second stream 
[input and output streams are created by the message manager 656 to receive 
message data from the client 630 and to reply back to the client 630; col. 15, line 65 - 
col. 16, line 25]. 

1 0. As to claim 2, Baker teaches the built-in streams of the environment are created 
automatically [Message data is passed to the message manager 656 by opening an 
input stream and an output stream within the thread; col. 16, lines 43-56]. 

11. As to claim 4, Baker teaches the thread is assigned the first stream and the 
second stream upon creation [Message data is passed to the message manager 656 by 
opening an input stream and an output stream within the thread; col. 16, lines 43-56]. 

12. As to claim 5, Baker teaches the first stream Is an input stream [opening an input 
stream with the thread; col. 16, lines 42-56]. 

13. As to claim 6, Baker teaches the second stream is an output stream [opening an 
output stream within the thread; col. 16, lines 42-56]. 

14. As to claim 7, Baker teaches the second stream is an error stream when it is not 
the output stream [col. 7, lines 1-6]. 

15. As to claims 12, 13 and 15-18 these are product claims that correspond to 
method claims 1 , 2 and 4-7; note the rejections to claims 1 , 2 and 4-7 above, which also 
meet these product claims. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1 6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



17. Claims 3, 8-11, 14 and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Baker in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,938,722 to Johnson. 



18. As to claim 3, Baker teaches input and output streams [col. 15, line 65 - col. 16, 
line 25] but does not specify standard streams. 

However, Johnson teaches executing threads [col. 3, line 65 - col. 4, line 30] and 
at least one of the first stream and the second stream is a standard stream [standard 
input (STDIN) and standard output (STDOUT); col. 8, line 61 - col. 9, line 23]. 

1 9. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to apply the teaching of standard streams as taught by Johnson to the 
invention of Baker because this enables input and output requests to be sent to the 
spawning source machine [col. 9, lines 7-10 of Johnson], 

20. As to claim 8, Baker as modified teaches at least one of the first stream and the 
second stream is used by the thread to read data from a stream operator of the 
standard stream [col, 8, line 61-col. 9, line 23 of Johnson]. 

21 . As to claim 9, Baker as modified teaches at least one of the first stream and the 
second stream is used by the thread to write data to a stream operator of the standard 
stream [writes a single line per response in the fomri MA,sub.j ; predicate to standard 
output (STDOUT); col. 7, lines 3-23 of Johnson]. 

22. As to claim 10, Baker as modified teaches the first stream and the second stream 
are used by the thread to read data from one or more child threads [After the target 
machine has spawned the STDOUT and STDIN threads, and the resource validation 



Application/Control Number: 09/977.715 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2194 

thread, the target machine transmits an output message back to the spawning source 
machine; col. 9, lines 15-23 of Johnson]. 

23. As to claim 1 1 , Baker as modified teaches the first stream and the second stream 
are used by the thread to write data to one or more child threads [request is an output 
request to the source machine for a spawned program, the source machine retrieves 
the interface ID from the origination table by handle, at block 217, and routes the output 
from the remote program; col. 12, lines 51-60 of Johnson]. 

24. As to claims 14 and 19-22, these are product claims that correspond to method 
claims 3 and 8-1 1 ; note the rejections to claims 3 and 8-1 1 above, which also meet 
these product claims. 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,098,112 discloses an apparatus for kernel level modules or 
drivers identifying message processing functions and controlling execution of the 
message processing functions at the stream head. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,848,295 discloses a method for allocating memory for a 
multiple program structure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6.047.323 discloses a distributed STREAMS process on a 
multicomputer system. 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0107587 discloses a platform and 
browser-independent project tracking tool for tracking projects. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Li B. Zhen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3768. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri, 8:30am - 5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Thomson can be reached on 571-272-3718. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Li B. Zhen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 94 

Ibz 




